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8/01: History of Alexandria County. Optimist Frank O'Leary gave us an

interesting talk about Arlington
when it was a rural part of
Alexandria in the 1700's and

1800's until becoming its own

county in 1847 and named
"Arlington” in 1920. Frank also
explained that one of the
reasons for the 1846 retro-
session of Virginia's portion of
the original grant to the Federal
Government was due to

Virginia's concern that the Capital City would abolish slavery within its borders.

Also at the luncheon, Greg Marosek arranged for last year's scholarship recipient,

Stephen Tan, from Wakefield High School to give us a short insight into his first

year at Virginia Tech. See photos, below.




See Appendix 1 for favorite summer photos.

See Appendix 2 for 1989 Christmas Tree Lot article!

See Appendix 3 for a great thank you note from a

recent Oratorical Contest winner.

Message from Santa: sandy Bushue, Chair of the Christmas Tree

sales again this year (THANK YOU!), submits the following update:

Optimist Members,

The 2018 Tree Lot Committee had his first meeting last July and are busy getting things
ready to ensure another successful season.

We are planning a few changes this year. One, we will be supporting a local franchise
called “Zippy Shell” to replace our customary use of POD. To remind, the POD or Zippy
Shell acts as our “office” and shelters our property when the lot is closed. POD has
been a long time partner, but POD was sold a few years ago. As a result, PODs
“partnership” seemed to erode by limiting the traditional discount. JB Whitlow made a
“field trip” to see the Zippy Shell product and reports it will work. Thank you JB!!!!

Another change includes adding a security component. As you may recall, last year we
had a problem with tree theft that had a big impact on our revenue. Andreas Baltatzis




has investigated security solution options which the Committee will discuss at the next
meeting.

We are in communication with the Ballston BID (business improvement district). We are
discussing the possibility of participating in their “Christmas Market” with a “Pop-Up”
tree sale the Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving.

Everyone knows that John Karinshak plays a vital role. In the past, John has been at
the lot all day, every day. He and Dick McHugh manage the day-to-day operations
which has made a huge improvement over the years, particularly in net profit. We hope
John will be able to help us this year, however, John’s devotion and passion to
community service finds him leading the Lion’s Eye Clinic effort. John works daily on
this activity and may not be able to help us this year. Let’'s hope John can help out
again!

Barbara Nicastro is already working on scheduling volunteers. We could not execute
the tree lot without our great volunteers. Barbara has found the “secret sauce” to
ensure the lot has full volunteer staffing to help out. Thanks Barbara.

Below is the list of Committee Members Leaders. They work tirelessly on ensuring the
lot is successful. Three cheers to all!!!

Lot Infrastructure
JB Whitlow

Lot Captains
Greg Clough

Brian Kellenberger
Bob Patton
Andreas Baltatzis

PR
Tricia O’Hara

Volunteers
Barbara Nicastro

Daily Lot Management
Dick McHugh
John Karinshak

AC Permits/Unloading Party Volunteers/Legal Advice-Guidance
Richard Knight




Upcoming Events

September

9/05: Respect for Law! This historic tribute to Arlington's law enforcement stand-

outs returns this year thanks to the leadership of Shandra Niswander and
Optimist veteran, Judge Jim Almand. WGCC at 12:15 PM.

9/19: The Importance of Aerial Intelligence by CIA Historian Gerry Haines. Thank
you, Frank O'Leary, for inviting him. WGCC at 12:15 PM.

9/21: Optimist Fall Gala!! Please join us for the annual Optimist gala, which will

be held once again at the WGCC! This year's theme
IS going to be a tribute to our founding members,
including celebrating our longest members. This
year’s theme is the “ The Roaring 1920’s” Come
dressed in your best Black Tie 1920’s inspired
dress. This year we will have a professional photo
booth and the amazing Northern Lights Orchestra will
be performing. Please consider bringing couples
that might want to join the Optimist Club! $50 per person, $100 per couple.
WGCC: 6:00-10:30 PM. Thank you, Erin Mendenhall for developing and
managing this highly valued social event, which was revitalized last year by Mark

Zetlin. If you have not already registered, kindly RSVP to

erin@mendenhallproperties.com , or respond to Erin's recent Evite invitation.

9/26: Meet 'n' Greet. Meet 'n' Greets resume! Please come over and bring a

prospective member! Westin Hotel on Glebe Road: 5:30 to 7:00 PM.

October

10/03: Keith David Reeves is Chair of the Virginia Society of Technology in

Education. He will speak to us about on revolutionary assessment design,



mailto:erin@mendenhallproperties.com

school design and sustainability, the criticality of the arts, and student freedom.
Thank you, Gloria Mora, for inviting this speaker, and more importantly, for taking
on the very important responsibility of scheduling upcoming speakers, a position
that has become vacant with the departure of Leigh Hurley.
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Appendix 1. Favorite Summer photos provided by Optimist

Members:

Three generations of “Mountain” men: Whiz_Mountain, his son, Jim, and

grandson, James, on a Caribbean cruise (with eight other family members).




Greg Clough and his son in NYC! Erin Mendenhall and Tricia O'Hara at the

Watergate
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Jeff Englander’s son, James, starting Mark Zetlin. "Birthday at work."
college at Worcester Polytechnic Inst.




Clayton Depue's wife, Margaret, JB Whitlow and Claire at the
working in her garden. WGCC one evening in June.

Peter Wehmann, Sue Gartner, and Conley Ricker in Philadelphia.
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Mark Whitenton and wife, Debbie, (center, back row) with the cast of "The Fifties
and Sixties", their favorite show in Branson, Mo.

Appendix 2. Clayton DePue provides another "Blast from the

Past," this time an article from the Northern Virginia Sun from April
12, 1989!

Club Tree Sale Profits Support Youth

For more than 30 years, the Optimist Club of Arlington has sold Christmas
trees to provide some of the financial support for its many programs dedicated to
the youth of the community.

Early last December, members of the club again set up their tree lot at the
corner of Glebe Road and Lee Highway under the direction of co-chairmen
Joseph A. D’Amico, Leon V. Harrow and Alyaro E Proenza. For nearly four




months, these three men had been visiting Christmas tree farms from
Pennsylvania to North Carolina, and placed orders for 1,375 trees. As things
turned out, only 1,070 were delivered.

“We were fortunate in 1988 to have good weather, said D’Amico. “There
was only one rainy or snowy day, though occasionally it was quite cold some of
the days. To our great surprise, we had to close the lot a week before Christmas,
after only 15 and 2 working days. Ninety Optimists, working in shifts, sold every
tree but three!”

Not that all bills have been paid and the books balanced, D’Amico reported
to the club that a new sales record was established: Net profit for 1998 topped
$15,000, exceeding by $2,500 the previous record set in 1987.

“It makes us feel good to raise this much money with a single Club
activity,” club president Fred E. Lott noted.

“But what gives us even greater satisfaction is being able to turn this money
right around and use it in our own community on youth-oriented programs
including essay and oratorical contests; college scholarships; support of baseball,
basketball, football, soccer, and rifle teams, and Just Say No anti-drug programs
in the schools.

“The hundreds of young people who participate in these programs are the
real beneficiaries of the generosity of our Arlington neighbors — not the club. So,
on behalf of all of these youngsters and also of the Optimist Club, I’d like to say
‘thank you. Arlington.” We’ll see you all next December!”

Clayton Depue's Note: The Club’s 1998 net profit of $15,000 would be the
equivalent of $30,500 today. The Club’s net profit for the last couple of years has

averaged more than three times the 1998 results. That’s awesome!

CONGRATULATIONS to Sandy and JB, all the Christmas Tree Lot Committee
members, and all the OCA members who have helped increase our results so

dramatically!

Go Christmas Tree Lot Committee!




Appendix 3. A wonderful "Thank you" from a finalist at this year's
Oratorical Contest, Will Torg, provided by Sandy Bushue.

Will Torg's note reminds us of
how our programs are
genuinely enriching the lives of
Arlington's youth. A special
thanks to Richard Knight for

managing the Oratorical
Contest for the past several
years. His note, which did not
photograph well, is transcribed

is below:

Dear Members of the Optimist Club,

Thank you so much for the generous scholarship award. | really
appreciate it. | am also very thankful for the luncheon. The delicious meal,

as well as the opportunity to meet you members, was fantastic.

In addition, thank you for granting me the ability to enhance my public
speaking skills through your competition. Prior to my "Roots of Optimism"™
speech, | was not confidant about my ability to give a speech in front of a
crowd. Due to the Oratorical Contest, that changed. Thanks for
everything.

Will Torg




