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May 2018 Events 

5/02:  Oratorical Contest Winners.  All six Oratorical Contest winners were 

present to give us their award-winning deliveries. Posing with Oratorical Contest 

Chair, Richard Knight, are Boy winners #3 Aidan McGowan, #1 Guy Shoji, and #2 

Will Torg; Girl winners # 3 Sophia Bailey, #1 Alexandra Fall; and #2 Karina 

Lazorchak.  All are from Swanson, except for McGowan from Bishop O'Connell. 

 

  May  2018 

 



The topic this year, "Where Are My Roots of Optimism," generated great interest 

with a banner turnout of contestants from Swanson, Kenmore, and Bishop 

O'Connell.  Alexandra Fall and Guy Shoji competed in the Zone Contest on April 

21, Alexandra was picked to go forward to the District (State) Contest on May 19, 

where she won First place for girls.  See story about the District finals on May 19, 

below.  

Richard Knight again thanked the judges in the April school contests:  Peter 

Wehmann, Sue Gartner, Frank O'Leary, Bob Patton, Clayton Depue, and Margaret 

Depue. The final winners of the Arlington Club contest were selected by a panel 

headed by Tricia O'Hara as Chief Judge and with Clayton and Margaret Depue as 

judges.  Thank you, Richard, for chairing this critical Optimist function again this 

year, which not only encompassed the entire 8th grade at Swanson, but also 

brought in contestants from Williamsburg Intermediate School.  Way to expand 

the program, Richard!   

5/16:  How Arlington's Fire Department Protects the Community.   

 

 

Chief Bonzano spoke about his career and then 

described with pride the high standards and 

reputation of the Arlington Fire Department.  He 

stressed the cross training of the firefighters 

beyond extinguishing fires and paramedic-level 

medical care, but the training needed in today's 

world, including bomb disposal.  In addition, he 

announced that 29 new firefighters just finished 

training and are now on duty, bringing the 

department's count to full staff.  Sadly, the Chief 

also informed us that he will be retiring this fall.  

Thank  you Carla De La Pava, for inviting Fire 

Chief James Bonzano to speak to us. 

 

5/16:  Election of the 2018-2019 Board.  At the same luncheon, President 

DePue conducted the election of the officers and Board Members for the 2018-

2019 fiscal year, which begins October 1.  Richard Knight made a Floor 

nomination that Leigh Hurley be President-elect and her name be added to the 

Board-approved slate published in the April newsletter.   The entire slate, 

including the re-election for Vice-Presidents Sandy Bushue and Richard Knight, 



Secretary Erica Burson, and Treasurer Gerry Marosek, included a new President-

elect and three new Board members.  The slate was then approved by a 

unanimous voice vote.  Photos of those newly elected are below: 

  Leigh Hurley, President-Elect          Brian Kellenberger 

                   2018-2019    Board Member 2018-20120  

                      

             

                                                                     
Shandra Niswander          Michal Simek 

Board Member 2018-2020       Board Member 2018-2020 

                                            



5/19:  Optimist District Oratorical Contest.  Several Optimists came out to 

support our number one girl Optimist Oratorical Contest winner, and winner of 

the Zone contest, Alexandra Fall, compete against all the other Zone winners in 

Virginia. SHE WON first place ($2,500) for girls.  CONGRATULATIONS  to Alex, 

her family, and to the Swanson Intermediate School teacher, Kathryn Merlene, 

who has steadily increased Swanson student involvement in the Oratorical 

Constest during her seven years there.  This year, about 410 Swanson eighth-

graders competed, so it is not surprising that Alex did so well at the District 

(state) level! 

At the District Contest, Alex was supported by her mother, Sandra Wilkness, her 

teacher, Kathryn Merlene, and Optimists  Richard Knight, Tricia O'Hara, Clayton 

Depue and Mark Whitenton. See photo below. 

 

 

Front (l to r): Tricia O'Hara, Kathryn Merlene (Alex's teacher), Sandra Wilkness (Alex's 

mother).  Back:  Margaret Depue, Clayton Depue, Richard Knight, Mark Whitenton and 

Debbie Whitenton. 

 



Alex also had the grace to promptly send  

Richard a very nice "thank you" note,  

opposite .  Unfortunately, the current Optimist  

International rules allow only one winner from  

each District Contest to proceed to the  

Regional Oratorical Contest in St. Louis.    

The "boy" winner at the District Contest was  

actually a freshman at Lord Fairfax Community 

College and had higher points for his presen- 

tation.  Thus, a college freshman will be repre- 

senting our District instead of our spectacular  

eighth-grader,  Alex.  Richard and President  

Clayton have sent a letter to our local Lt. Governor and the District Governor, 

objecting to both the ability of college freshmen to compete against intermediate 

school students, as well as O/I's stance that only one of the two winners from the 

District may compete at the Regional finals. 

 

5/23:  May Meet 'n' Greet.  Tricia O'Hara provides the following photo and 

caption, which is on the next page. 

 



First Row Left to Right:  Peter Wehmann, Chandra Choun (guest of Tricia O’Hara), Danielle 
Grant (guest of Robert Roundik), Tricia O’Hara, Richard Knight, Sue Gartner, Robert Roundik.  
2nd Row Left to Right:  Lee Katz (guest of Sandy Bushue), Sandy Bushue, Ed Johnson (guest 
of Sandy Bushue), Clayton Depue, and Roger Richard, Vietnam Veteran, invited by the 
members present.  Attendees present, not in picture:  Mark Zetlin & Sue Crow. 
Photo: Courtesy of Tricia O‘Hara. 

  

April's Essay Contest Winners.  All three winners of the 2018 Optimist 

Essay Contest (see last month's newsletter) sent in "thank you" notes addressed to Board 

Member and Essay Contest Chair, Jeff Englander.  As you recall, Kyleigh Fiel was in First 

Place, Kiaris Alvarado Rojas  was in Second Place and Malia Stephens was in Third Place.  

Their thank you notes,  also provided by Clayton Depue, are below: 

            

                      



Long -time Optimist Member Leaves.  Jim Norris, a member of the 

Arlington Optimist Club since 1993 and a previous president, is moving to their 

new home in South Carolina.  He is, therefore, resigning from our Club.  In his 

note to Clayton Depue, Jim writes:  

Clayton, I am resigning from the AOC effective immediately due to our 

move to the Charleston SC area on June 18, 2018. 

I have enjoyed being a member since 1993 and contributing to the club.  I 

wish the club and every member continued success. 

 

Photo of Jim Norris and his wife, Barnett,  at the Optimist Gala in April 2017. 

Upcoming Events 

June 

6/06:  Ending Homelessness in Arlington.  Scott Miller, Senior Director of 

Development at A-Span, will tell us what his organization is doing to help with 

this problem.  Thank you, Leigh Hurley, for inviting him.  Also, the four 2018 

Optimist Scholarship winners will receive their awards.  WGCC at 12:15.   



6/20:  Animal Welfare League of Arlington.  Chief Toussaint and Samuel Wolbert 

will give us a status report on their activities.  Thank you, Leigh Hurley for inviting 

them, and for working so hard to fill our speakers calendar so far in advance! 

6/27:  Meet 'n' Greet.  Holiday Inn, 4610 N. Fairfax Dr., 5:30 to 7:00 pm. 

July 

7/04:  July 4th Holiday.  No luncheon. 

7/18:  Annual Coaches Appreciation Night.  This year, new member Michal Stimek 

will head up this important dinner to thank the many coaches helping our Club 

support Arlington youth sports.  Holiday Inn, 4610 N. Fairfax Dr., at 5:30 pm. 

7/25:   Meet 'n' Greet.  This is the last one until September 26, so please come 

down and bring a prospective member!   Holiday Inn:  5:30 to 7:00, pm.. 

August 

8/01:  History of Alexandria County.  Optimist Frank O'Leary will talk about 

Arlington when it was a rural part of Alexandria in the 1700 and 1800's.    WGCC at 

12:15. 

8/15:  No luncheon. 

8/22:  No Meet 'n' Greet. 

September 

9/05:  Respect for Law!  This historic tribute to Arlington's law enforcement stand-

outs returns this year thanks to the leadership of Shandra Niswander and veteran 

Jim Almand,   WGCC at 12:15. 

9/19:  The Importance of Aerial Intelligence by CIA Historian  Gerry Haines.  Thank 

you, Frank O'Leary, for inviting him.  WGCC at 12:15. 



9/21:  Optimist Fall Gala!!   Reserve a place on your calendar for the annual 

Optimist gala, this year again at the WGCC!  This year, the theme is going to be 

the 1920's with a possible '20's dance group to entertain (and humiliate some of 

us).   Also, the night will be a formal tribute to our founding members, including 

celebrating our longest members.  Accordingly, it is possibly going  to once 

again encourage, black tie!  Thank you, Erin Mendenhall for developing and 

managing this highly-valued social event, which was revitalized last year by Mark 

Zetlin.  Please consider bringing couples that might want to join the Optimist 

Club!  $50 per person, $100 per couple.  WGCC:  6:30 pm. 

9/26:   Meet 'n' Greet.  Meet 'n' Greets continue!  Please come over and bring a 

prospective member!  Holiday Inn, 4610 N. Fairfax Dr. 5:30 to 7:00, pm. 
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