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November 2018 Events

11/07: Charlie Clark Returns: Reporter and local historian, Charlie Clark,

returned to speak to us about Arlington's recent history. Last January, Charlie
told us about famous Arlington personalities. This time, he showed us iconic
commercial buildings that are now gone. Thank you, Gloria Mora and Mark

Whitenton, for inviting him, and JB Whitlow, for providing the A/V equipment.
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11/14: Inter-Service Club Council. This was the 64th annual luncheon of the

Inter-service Club Council (ISCC), which is comprised of 25 service organizations
in Arlington. The 12 Optimists who attended provided the second largest group
there. The keynote speaker was Karen Coltrane, Executive Director of the
. ... Leadership Center for Excellence. Brig Pari
- '51’5 (Optimist Club President 2011-2012 and next
3 year's ISCC Chair) presented a $1,000 from the
ISCC to Karen in support of the Center's
Leadership Arlington Youth Program. (See
photo, right, Brig on the left). Thank you, Erica

Burson, for serving as our Club's liaison with the ISCC.
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Optimists attending the ISCC luncheon, | to r: Shandra Niswander, Jeff Englander, Tricia

Q'Hara, Gerry Marosek, Mark Whitenton, Frank O'Leary, and Clayton Depue. Attendees

missing from the photo are Erica Burson, Chanda Choun, Gloria Mora, Michal Simek, and
Richard Knight.




Upcoming Events

December

12/05: Janet Koperhaber, of the group "Embracing Arlington Arts.” Thank you,
Mark Zetlin and Gloria Mora, for inviting her. WGCC at 12:15.

12/12: Christmas Breakfast. Once again, Brian Kellenberger has volunteered to

again manage this wonderful annual event. Please bring guests who may be
potential Optimists to this festive occasion to enjoy the Madrigal singers and the
presence of many local dignitaries. WGCC 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM.

January

1/02: Advertising Day: At Tricia O'Hara's suggestion, this luncheon will revive

the past traditional "Advertising Day" that the Optimist Club used to hold the first
luncheon in January while the WGCC is closed for the first two weeks in January.

We have tentatively secured the Holiday Inn with a private room. 12:15.

1/16: "Women in the Arlington Fire Department: Anne Cormack Marsh, Battalion

Chief, will speak on this topic. Thank you, Gloria Mora, for arranging for this
speaker. WGCC at 12:125.

Message from Santa: ‘ Sandy Bushue, Chair of the Christmas

Tree Committee, submits the following update:

A big thank you to “Zippy Shell” owner Bill Shannon
who is giving us the shell for free!!!! delivered (see Greg
Clough's photo, right). Also, thank you to JB Whitlow,
Greg Clough, and Brian Kellenberger who were on call to
meet the arrival of the shell so that it is parked in the
correct location .




On Saturday, November 17, Brian Kellenberger led several intrepid Optimists in setting up
the wood infrastructure for the lot. Other Optimists who showed up last weekend to help
put up the infra-structure included Jeff Englander and Michal Simek. (see Brian
Kellenberger's photo of Greg Clough and Jeff Englander, below left).

Just so everyone knows, JB goes out the night before
to tape off the parking lot to ensure no cars are
parked in the area. JB and his team not only
handles the big stuff -- like assembling the entire tree
lot, including the stalls and lighting -- but also these
small details that are very important.

OPTIMIST CLUB OF ARLNGTON=

Sarving tha Vouth of A linntan SINCE

On Sunday, JB was back in town on Sunday and was helped by Brian, Greg, and Conley
Richer to finish up the lighting and other details. (see 2016 photo of JB on the roof , above,
right).

Today (November 20), Richard Knight led his Phoenix House volunteers to unload the first
shipment of Christmas trees, starting at 8:00 sm. What would we be without Phoenix
House!!!'l However, Richard was the ONLY OPTIMIST who showed up to supervise the
Phoenix personnel, so only one of the two trucks was unloaded. Richard is trying to get the
Phoenix guys back again tomorrow, but needs support from other Optimists!

Once the lot opens on Friday, Clayton Depue and Dick McHugh will handle daily lot
operations including handling the money. Frank O’Leary and_Gloria Mora have
volunteered to help. Thank you all!!!

I have received a few concerns about the lack of Optimist’ manpower. We WILL have

volunteer groups are eager to get started.

Three cheers to Tricia O'Hara for great press coverage. The Chamber newsletter has ran




our ad and it looks terrific!!! We are also looking for articles in the No. VA Sun and
Arlington Now. A big shout out to Greg Clough for the website. Check it out!

A big plug for the Christmas Breakfast. Brian Kellenberger is the Chair and does the

It is one of our best events. It is classy, meaningful and
will certainly put you in the Christmas spirit. Please invite your friends, colleagues,
neighbors, etc. to join you. They will love it.

We have 2200 Fraser Firs trees to sell. Of that, we have 40 Scotch Pines. We will have 22”
wreaths, Garland, a few tree stands and White House ornaments. Our trees are from
Galax, VA right near the VA/NC border. Our trees are being cut this week so they will be
very fresh. We will have another delivery on December 4. | will be there

Note that the tree shortage is a real trend again this year. Our tree costs are up so we have
to pass this on to our customers. Hence, our prices are up around $5.

You should have the information about the “PopUp” lot on December 5 - 7 at Ballston
Mall. 1t will be selling our trees from the times 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm. We are working with
the BID (Ballston Improvement District), who negotiated with Gold’s Gym to allow the use
of its parking lot for this sales opportunity. Tricia has arranged for press coverage for the
Pop-Up by the Gazette the week following their coverage of our opening of the tree lot,
with Arlington Now press coverage as well.

The PopUp will not only help sell trees but it is a great marketing opportunity for our
Club. The BID is working to recruit a food truck and Gold’s Gym is having a raffle to
those who buy a tree to win dinner for two at a Ballston restaurant.

Optimistically yours,

Sandy Bushue

The President's Column:

Billing: As mentioned in the column last month, we have been working to catch

up on member billing. This past weekend | emailed you your bills for the 3rd and




4th Quarters (April through September). JB Whitlow took attendance at about
half of the 10 luncheons (including Coaches Night) during that period and Robert
Roudik took attendance at the Gala, so we had a good start in reconstituting the
billing records.

As you have seen from your bills, you have been charged your standard quarterly
dues, the Gala (if you attended), plus any guests you are recorded as having
brought to the events (unless the luncheon guest became a Club member or was
inducted at that luncheon). Thank you, Debbie Whitenton, for spending many
hours compiling the data and producing the bills that | sent you by email. By the

way, Debbie is applying to become a FOO.

However, we are missing attendance records for four of the six luncheons in the
3rd Quarter: April 4, April 18, May 2, and June 20; and one luncheon for the 4th
Quarter (September 19). As noted on your individual bills, it would help out the
Club if you would please enter in any lunches you attended on those missing
dates, and if your total luncheon attendance (including Coaches Night) is more
than three in either Quarter, please add that lunch or those lunches over three to
your bill. Likewise, please add any guests you have brought to the events that

are not recorded at $25 each.

We are taking steps to take accurate attendance and guest data starting with
October 1 (1st Quarter of the 2018-2019 fiscal year). From now on, you will

receive quarterly bills regularly by email. Thank you for your patience.

100 Year Anniversary of Optimist International: At the District (state)

meeting on November 3, the Governor urged us to use this year, the 100th
Anniversary of the founding of Optimist International in 1919, as a marketing tool
to help generate interest in and public appreciation of the Optimists. They have
provided a logo for us to use -- now on the newsletter masthead -- whenever we

interact with the public. Greg Clough is placing the logos on our webpage and

Facebook page. Tricia O'Hara has put it on the Christmas Tree lot flyers and

Brian Kellenberger has included it on the Christmas Tree lot signage. Please




consider how you might use the slogan, "One hundred years of helping to bring
out the best in youth"” whenever you meet potential Optimist members, or just

because it is something we can all be proud about.

Vacant Positions: We are still seeking a dedicated Optimist to serve as

President-Elect, a position that still remains open. Please consider whether you

might want to take on this position and be next year's President, beginning
October 1. If you are willing to serve, please send your interest to our
Nomination Committee Chair, Clayton Depue. We also need someone to take on

the position of Scholarship Chair --preferably, someone who has had children

who have come through the Arlington school system and is willing to take this

duty on for a few years.

Mark Whitenton

HAPPY THRANRSGIVING!
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